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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,6-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schutzer (US Pub. No. 2002/0032653). 

Regarding claim 1: 

Schutzer teaches a method of processing funds between a transferor and a transferee, 
at least the transferor having a transferor deposit sub-account administered via a 
depository administrator, the method comprising: 

(a) the transferor accessing the depository administrator via a global network; (see H 13- 
26). 

(b) the transferor requesting a transfer or hold of funds in the transferor deposit sub- 
account to or for the benefit of the transferee; (see H 13-26). 

(c) if the transferee does not have a transferee deposit sub-account administered via 
the depository administrator, providing the transferee an opportunity to establish the 
transferee deposit sub-account, (see H 13-26) and 
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(d) the depository administrator processing the funds between the transferor deposit 
sub-account and the transferee deposit sub-account, (see 1| 13-26), 
Regarding claim 6: 

Schutzer teaches holding the funds in the transferor deposit sub-account until receiving 
confirmation that an event has occurred, (see 1| 13-26). 
Regarding claim 7: 

Schutzer teaches that the confirmation that an event has occurred comprises 
confirmation by the transferor, (see H 13-26), 
Regarding claim 8: 

Schutzer teaches that the confirmation that an event has occurred comprises 
confirmation of product delivery, (see H 13-26). 
Regarding claim 9: 

Schutzer teaches that the confirmation that an event has occurred comprises 
confirmation of service completion, (see H 13-26). 
Regarding claim 10: 

Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the depository administrator 
maintains multiple master accounts at multiple financial institutions, and wherein step 
(d) is practiced by internally processing the funds between the transferor deposit sub- 
account as part of one master account and the transferee deposit sub-account as part 
of a different master account, (see H 13-26). 
Regarding claim 11: 
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Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1, further comprising issuing automated 
teller 

machine (ATM) cards to holders of deposit sub-accounts, and enabling the transferor 
and . transferee to deposit funds or withdraw available funds via their respective ATM 
cards, (see H 13-26), 
Regarding claim 12: 

Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising, prior to step (a), 
the transferor depositing funds into the transferor deposit sub-account using the 
transferor's ATM card, and after step (d), the transferee withdrawing funds from the 
transferee deposit sub-account via the transferee's ATM card, (see H 13-26). 
Regarding claim 13: 

Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising, after step (d), the 
transferee withdrawing funds from the transferee deposit sub-account. via the 
transferee's ATM card. 
Regarding claim 14: 

Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the depository is a bank. 
(see II 43). 

Regarding claim 15: 

Schutzer teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein the depository is a retail 
establishment, (see H 43). 
Regarding claim 16: 
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Schutzer teaches a computer system for processing funds between a transferor and a 
transferee, at least the transferor having a transferor deposit sub-account administered 
via a depository administrator, the computer system comprising: 

• At least one user computer running a computer program that enables the 
transferor to access the depository administrator to request a transfer or hold of 
funds in the transferor deposit sub-account to or for the benefit of the transferee; 
(see H 13-26) and 

• A system server running a server program, the at least one user computer and 
the system server being interconnected by a computer network, the system 
server processing the funds between the transferor deposit sub-account and the 
transferee deposit sub-account, wherein if the transferee does not have a 
transferee deposit sub-account administered via the depository administrator, the 
system server providing the transferee an opportunity to establish the transferee 
deposit sub-account, (see K 13-26). 

Regarding claim 17: 

Schutzer teaches a computer program embodied on a computer-readable medium for 
processing funds between a transferor and a transferee, at least the transferor having a 
transferor deposit sub-account administered via a depository administrator, the 
computer program comprising: 

• Means for the transferor to access the depository administrator via a global 
network; (see H 13-26). 
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• Means for the transferor to request a transfer or hold of funds in the transferor 
deposit sub-account to or for the benefit of the transferee; (see H 13-26), 
If the transferee does not have a transferee deposit sub-account administered via the 
depository administrator, means for providing the transferee an opportunity to establish 
the transferee deposit sub-account; and means for the depository administrator to 
process the funds between the transferor deposit sub-account and the transferee 
deposit sub-account (see ^ 13-26), 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schutzer 
in view of Ranzini (US Pub. No. 2002/0065784). 

Regarding claim 2: 

Ranzini, not Schutzer, teaches alerting the transferee via E-mail that the transfer or hold 
of funds has been requested, (see claims 1-10 of Ranzini). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Schutzer with Ranzini. Motivation to modify exists because email is an 
efficient method of communicating a transaction. 

5. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schutzer in view of Ranzini (US Pub. No. 2002/0065784) and in further view of Naylor 
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(US Pat. No. 6.625,642). 
Regarding claim 3: 

Naylor, not Schutzer, teaches that an E-mail address is compared with stored E-mail 
addresses, (see column 4, lines 1-10, figure 7A) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Schutzer with Naylor. Motivation to modify exists because using email affirm 
identity is an efficient method of preventing fraud, since emails are unique. 
Regarding claim 4: 

Schutzer teaches providing a link to the depository administrator enabling the transferee 
to establish the transferee deposit sub-account, (see H 18). 
Regarding claim 5: 

Ranzini, not Schutzer, teaches the step of alerting the transferee via E-mail further 
comprises providing a link to the transferee deposit sub-account, (see claim 23 of 
Ranzini). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Schutzer with Ranzini. Motivation to modify exists because email is an 
efficient method of communicating a transaction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdul Basit whose telephone number is 571 272-7246. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammel! can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



